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LEARMING FROM THE BEST: Olymple gold

eroes inspire E

C youth

Sizwe Ndlovu and James Thompson in Port Alfred today

BY D&NED MACOREGOR
Port -\HF«\: Burnau

Wi of South Africa’s gald-winnmg
T 1_:|:.-|11_'||i._' powrers arrives] Lo a

eroes” welcome yeslerday inGra-
hamstomm whesn hundreds of secheolehid-
dren fockes] bo péck up tipe from Wi et n
{he basiness

Teemage girls saooned when Skrwa

Nilkovm, 22, and James Thormpsos, 35,
pualled pal thelr medals and allvwed the
je of girks to touch them
hilnjg oo signed posters of

] i petors from
tosm and Lownship Wi stard of
the lightwekght Sowth African rowing
team — Matthew Brittadn and John Smith -
teel b tarshbe to join teem on thekr
three-day Eastern Cape rosd trip fo in

] ko o OHympas: ST
wibe WTIRINE ersily cums.
really ope to see some of the ldds we
med rowing for gald a2 the Obymipics for
Souith Africa one day,™ be =aid

Mot - the only bisck member of O
temm — sxid bo hoped to be back b HI16 be
defend thelr gold in Rie de Juneiro before

He saiéd he had been insplred o ressh
fior the sizrs in rowing after Soath Africsn
rosers Din Cech and Ramon di Chemente
stupnmed Che world by scooping bronee i
i ]

“] want to follow in Dan's foatsteps by
imspiring the next peneration of Qlympic
rowers” he said “When [ retire, | want to
pat something back anid gLACt 8 roewing
arpdemy ard beild on wiat we have
pckieved "

Cech, 38 — who teacthes rowing al Gra-
hamstown's St Andrew’s College - s3id he
was happy the four had bean abie io build
o the medal momentum of 2004

He predicted fhe sky wonld be Lhe mit
fior Sauth Africen Eghtwedght rowers if
mare hiack athleles got immived in the
spart aa thoy were naturally gifted in ser
abic sports that required sndurance snd
starring, lie renning and rowing.

He sald an aim was to get ergo MOWIGE
machines inbo the townships 1o belp un
earih ihe next generation of rowers and
framnafrm fhe spor

Several machines were used yesterday
Lo issplre fotmhe FOWETE

Warking up a swenst on 8 powWing ma
chine, Kathaniel Nyaluzn Grade 10 staden

Thampeon and Siows Nedlovu ghve budding rewsr Lakhanys Mpeio a few 1ips
Ferime HEE MATERERTR

mmsartls pew fnlenl

retiring to 5ol np a rowing academy to

Laukharyo Mpeio said he fell safer kearn
inpE the ropes & & gym thun out on the

wites, “Howing is great fun, and It 1= gre
tix Jesurm fromn the hest around ™

Diseessn School for Girls Grads 7 0
dent lzzy Kindersley aaid she bad Desr
imspired (o think abouat taking ap rowing
by bl gobd-wimming Soath African 1anm

=] waibehwed i on TV and it reslly ook
Fike great fum

“peeting two of the team & really in-
spiring and | now want io sarl FOWINg ,

Cape Tewndnen Thomgson, wha bean
b to row s & young hoander st 5t
Anidrew’s, =il coming back to the City
Saimts waes just ke coming hdae

He said the berons’ welooms U row
received all over the country was extra
apecial

After abmost four years trabming and |
ing iogether for bong stretohes af a Hme
{he due admitted they shared a special
hond, =kt & Eke ihe four of 08 &NC M
for hedter or for worse.” Ndbow joked

Thomspeon said the four wene “so ligl
they were closer than most Emilies.

Cech sl the team woild visit Part «
redd today before going to Port Elizabed
o Wednesday

He promissd they would returm belod
the end of the vear bo visit BExs Landid
(ueensiown and Mihatha. —
daridmiEdispaich.oo.n

D-day for

By SHANAAL PRINCE

THE gloves hum come 06 15 tans of fduls Analiss Medisea
Allbsom poed Khaya Mibilhs fight it ot in'the hope tha
hedr frvourite Enper lskes the title ns season sight
vrimmnes of the papubnr snging competition Loaight

The winger will be onmommesd oo M-Het tookght aid
auris] petworks huve heen abuzz with 1dnds fams rosting
fir Lhedr favoarite 18 the sexnch for {he country’s bascst
singing senssthon Comes b an md,

O Supday aipht, Mibethws and AlRsan uf Fort M-
ubeth had b ehowensie thetr talents in front of inder-
kil pop singer. Clar

Hoih Rmakists will hope they have dioe coUEh 65 wow
{higir fes mmd pEOTIEE (1S My voles a2 posalble

A the seaenn draws Lo an end, the Dpily Despatch askiod
local Ideds supporters b peedict the winner -
prsingty, ARbon Is genesaling = lort of Toeal support

Sheres (frien 3 madager wnd publice for national

artists said the sasoy-singers’ porformunced had clearly
desmnetrated whssi |t mennil fo bo @ "o ol
“From an artisls masager's and PR paint of vies, 'm
behind Meitssa She suts the pop Rol fmage” =i
(' Brben. <A wrrsntile slnger aml an enterinlnes oo sSage,
she in good-looking ant abwsys leaves hehind o -
arabbe performande . .. @he 1 the whale packags.
*Khayz t= oot convinclng as an idal, He neltber s ihe
ok mor peciage ind should stick 1o goepel. He i tho
Mook and vodor for e genne and shoubd pursse thal
ipsted .. bocanse Tedlly that's ehere his mods and
bt are,™ said (TR
Permased 11, GligEs Superstar sadd lolh Mty were
“yneully tadestod”. “1 don't mind either of Uem winmiag.
Vites-wiss § thiink Khave will win bl | think Metisss will
do well 35 an idol in les own esreer jpoimg Torwmrd *
Pusts on Facebook, REM and Twitter mdieade thot
mnny falowers of the show beliive i ks mors an
st siogimg tabeid 10 win fisdy 54

‘Idols’ finalists

Alllson’s “stage presence” umd “seclness” soem to have
wn e beariz af many fans

Adelissa fan, Fecer Goosen from fort Elkzabedh said he
s fior (he Eastorn Cape besnty wiek after weel

“Saliaza f= eye candy. Honestly yoar voca] ahilifies do
nit matter much. 1 vote o sée Bir more,” e said

Another fam. Vinchermss Vempsdajelum from Ese
Lomsdion sereed, despite his belfel (st Mehethea showlit
wins 1 voted for Mallssn throongbnat (e seasin becaus:
of her locks and boraes she's from the Bagtern Cape, bal
Hhmﬂlﬂihmﬂ!—hmqﬂmmm"

Carmen Adamy, from Eost Lemsdon said Mibetnes did
nat bave “wlnt B takes™,

“felises s the loks, stage presenoe ond she's from
thit Eatern Cape, Klsayn is so foll of imsetf, | don't fesl
b, be's just nnd doing i for me.” she nald

The Fnsl seapon sighl fdols show starts at 7 g, —
shnonepEdispatol. o050




